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OBJECTIVES
This is a one day seminar in entrepreneurship. The focus is on theory building
and empirical testing of the factors shaping the identification, evaluation, and
exploitation of opportunities and the creation of new organizations
The objective of the course is to provide participants with an introduction to
the major theoretical threads and controversies in the field. It will also examine
the methodologies that are important to research in this area. Participants will
learn about various perspectives, examine different methodologies, explore
some original empirical research, and make connections between theory and
empirical research.

PROGRAM
10:30-14:00h
• Discussion: Theory
• Discussion: Empirics I
14:00-15:30h
Lunch: Casa de Espiritualidad
15:30-17:30h
• Discussion: Empirics II
• “The Genetics of Entrepreneurship”: current research on molecular
genetics to identify specific genes associated with being an
entrepreneur.
PREPARATION
Please, come prepared to discuss and critique the readings. Below are questions that
are designed to help you prepare for the sessions:
o What kind of phenomena and/or problems are the authors concerned with
describing and/or explaining?
o By what methods do they think such knowledge can be acquired? By what
methods do they think such knowledge can be applied?
o What are their key concepts? How are these concepts connected?
o What kind of data do they collect?
o What are their major contributions?
a) More descriptive information about a particular phenomenon?
b) A new conceptual scheme (useful way of thinking) for (I) investigation and
research; (ii) improved practice; or (iii) both?
c) A new method or a refinement of an old one?
d) New findings (empirical generalizations, correlations, statements that a
significant relationship exists between X and Y, causal relations)?
e) A new theoretical explanation for the findings?
o What assumptions are they making with respect to values, human nature, and
method?
o What are some of the major weaknesses of their work? How might these
weaknesses be addressed?
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